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Open Letter to the elected representatives of the Australian people
Dear Elected Representatives of the Australian people

We the undersigned salute your decision to increase the nation’s intake of Afghan nationals over the
coming years and your description of the number of 3000 refugees as a floor not a ceiling. We
support your call to the future government of Afghanistan to “respect the human rights of all its
citizens, especially women and girls” and that the international community hold any future Afghan
government to account.

Both these announcements are a small start, but without clear and decisive action they will be
nothing more than wishful thinking.

Twenty years ago Australia was one of the first nations to join the US-led intervention in Afghanistan
to remove the Taliban. Over the last two decades Australia made promises to protect and promote
democratic freedoms, human rights, the rule of law, the rights of women, and minority groups.
Australia’s commitment contributed to an education for millions of Afghan girls, women being able
to work, a vibrant and free press, and improved protection for minority groups.

As the Taliban tightens its grip on the nation, these achievements are being laid to waste in plain
view of the watching world. This is a not a moment for wishful thinking or wringing of hands; this is a
moment for action to protect those to whom we made promises and those who aspired for more.

To that end we are calling on you as our elected representatives to take three clear actions to bring
about a different outcome from the one we are all witnessing right now.

1. To work with other countries to ensure that people who wish to leave Afghanistan remain
free to do so. There is little point in increasing the nation’s intake if those who would come
cannot leave or are killed waiting for sanctuary.

2. Australia commit to taking 20,000 people in danger in addition to the existing humanitarian
intake.

3. Grant permanent residency to those living here on temporary protection visas and fast track
family reunion. The truth is they will never be able to return to their home country. Today
we need to deal with these realities and not be held hostage to past ideologies and
scapegoating.



The Catholic community across Australia stands ready to work with you to support all those who

come to us seeking protection and a safe life. We have the resources of health, education, welfare

and love to hold those who need this support now. We commit our resources to this endeavour.

We ask only that you take immediate action to evacuate our friends and families from Afghanistan

and into our communities where we will care for them.
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